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Unfortunately before your letter arrived I had agreed to give Macmillan the only available poem I had by me (" Sea Dreams ") \ I don't think he would have got it (for I dislike publishing in magazines) except that he had come to visit me in my Island, and was sitting and blowing his weed vis-a-vis. I am sorry that you have engaged for any quantity of money to let your brains be sucked periodically by Smith, Elder & Co.: not that I don't like Smith who seems from the very little I have seen of him liberal and kindly, but that so great an artist as you are should go to work after this fashion. Whenever you feel your brains as the " remainder biscuit," or indeed whenever you will, come over to me and take a blow on these downs where the air as Keats said is "worth sixpence a pint," and bring your girls too.
Yours always, A. TENNYSON.
From the Duke of Argyll.
LONDON, July i^th, 1859.
MY DEAR MR TENNYSON,
I think my prediction is coming true, that your " Idylls of the King " will be understood and admired by many who are incapable of understanding and appreciating many of your other works.
Macaulay is certainly not a man incapable of understanding anything but I knew that his tastes in poetry were so formed in another line that I considered him a good test, and three days ago I gave him " Guinevere."
The result has been as I expected, that he has been delighted with it. He told me that he had been greatly moved by it, and admired it exceedingly. Altho' by practice and disposition he is eminently a critic, he did not find one single fault. Yesterday I gave him the " Maid of Astolat" with which he was delighted also.
I hear the article in the Edin. Review is  not to contain
1 " Tithonus " was sent to Thackeray for the Cornhill^ February, 1860,